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MEMOIR, 

&C. 


JLO  you  my  dear  child,  I  addrefs  this  memoir, 
after  much  and  mature  reflection,  I  had  not  the 
honor  to  bear  any  reladonfhip  to  the  subjeCt  of 
it,  but  there  are  affinities  diftinCt  from  thofe  of 
blood,  I  experienced  from  him  the  tendernefs 
and  the  fidelity  of  a  father,  myfelf  being  father- 
lefs  :  with  whom  then  can  I  depofit  this  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  my  debt*  and  this  expreffion 
of  my  gratitude,  with  fo  much  propriety  as  with 
my  child ;  who  having  differed  the  fevereft  lofs 
an  infant  female  can  fuftain,  has  alfo  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  numerous  inftances  of  tendernefs  and 
fidelity  ;  fupplying  as  far  as  can  be  fupplied,  a 
bereavement,  of  which  her  tender  years  rendered 
her  unconfcious,  but  me  if  poffibie  more  fenfible, 

In  contemplating  the  life  and  the  circumftan- 
ces  immediately  preceding  the  death  of  my 
venerable  and  refpeCfed  friend,  my  mind  has 
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been  agitated  by  a  variety  of  confli&ing  feelings : 
the  desire  to  give  to  a  character  fo  exemplary, 
fuch  a  degree  of  publicity  as  might  be  inftru&ive 
to  others,  has  been  oppofed  to  the  remembrance 
of  that  extreme  delicacy,  which  either  forbade 
him  to  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  his  own  a&ions, 
or  which  occafioned  him  to  retire  and  even  to 
fhrink  from  thofe  acknowledgments  which  were 
due  to  them.  That  he  was  perpetually  doing 
good,  or  endeavoring  to  do  good,  publicly  or 
privately,  cannot  be  denied  by  any  who  knew 
him,  and  it  will  with  equal  readinefs  be  admitted, 
that  he  “  blujhed  to  find  it  fame.  ” 

Happy  indeed,  and  highly  honored  fliould  I 
confider  myfelf,  fhould  I  fucceed  in  forming  a 
corre£t  judgment  of  what  may  be  commu¬ 
nicated  with  ufefulnefs,  concerning  this  mo  ft 
amiable-  man,  without  offending  againft  what 
might  have  been  the  wifh  of  one,  whom  to  en¬ 
grave  on  my  heart  in  every  chara&er  of  tender* 
nefs  and  gratitude,  will  fever  be  my  duty  and  I 
hope  my  delight.  Happier  ftill,  and  ftill  more 
highly  honored  fhould  I  be,  if  in  the  faint  but 
faithful  delineation  which  I  propofe,  I  fhould  . 
fucceed  in  communicating  one  ray  of  his  genius, 
which  was  brilliant  ;  one  beam  of  his  benevo¬ 
lence,  which  diverged  in  every  direction ;  one 
fpark  of  his  philanthrophy,  which  fhone  on  all; 
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@r  one  feature  of  his  religious  chara&er,  which 
proceeding  immediately  from  the  father  of  lights^ 
increafedin  fplendor  as  it  inereafed  in  importance, 
and  pervaded  the  ruling  thoughts  and  words  and 
actions  of  his  life. 

The  venerable  friend  of  whofe  life  I  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  collect  and  am  about  to  communicate 
the  outline,  with  very  few  and  very  imperfeH 
touches  from  myfelf,  was  born  in  London  in 
October  1728.  His  paternal  grandfather  J ofeph 
Paice,  after  whom  he  was  named,  was  repre- 
fentative  in  Parliament  for  Lyme  in  Dorfetfhire, 
and  voted  for  the  iucceffion  in  the  Houle  of 
Hanover;  44  a  circumftance  ”  fays  my  friend  in  a 
letter  to  myfelf,  44  of  which  his  defendants  may 
44  virtuoufly  be  proud  ;  particularly  if  as  the  fa6t 
a  is  said  to  have  been,  that  vote  was  carried  by  a 
a  majority  of  one  only,  3y  This  gentleman  left 
a  fon,  Nathaniel  Paice,  the  father  of  the  fubjefl 
of  this  memoir,  who  appears  to  have  died  about 
the  year  1768.  Mr.  Paice  always  expreffed 
hirnfelf  of  his  father  in  terms  of  the  greateft  ref 
pe£t  and  affeHion  ;  44  a  parent  remarkably  do- 
64  medicated,  witha  placid,  chearful,  benevolent, 
well-informed  mind  ;  ”  furely  all  the  heritable 
qualities  of  the  father,  were  tranfmitted  unim¬ 
paired  to  the  son.  44  That  I  failed, adds  he, 
44  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  such  a  father,  to  witneXs 
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44  my  happinefs  in  that  moft  endearing  of  all 
44  relations,  which  his  own  experience  attefted, 
44  invites  from  me  an  explanation  difficult  to 
54  undertake,  without  the  appearance  of  mis- 
44  becoming  personality .  ”  He  then  affigns 
various  reafons  all  equally  honorable  to  his  un- 
derftanding  and  to  his  heart,  and  thus  concludes ; 
44  Thefe  confiderations  added  imperious  com* 
44  mand  to  the  fofter  accents  of  perfuafion|,  both 
44  equally  the  voice  of  duty,  and  therefore  alike 
44  entitled  to  fubmiffive  chearful  obedience. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Ed¬ 
wards  Esq.  a  Barrifter ;  ffie  died  when  he  was 
very  young.  Mr.  Paice  exprefsed  himself  as 
owing  peculiar  refpeft.  in  more  advanced  years, 
to  the  kindnefs  of  his  mother’s  brother,  Thomas 
Edwards  Esq.  of  Lincoln’s- Inn,*  who  introdu- 

*  This  gentleman  poffeffed  much  tafte  and  genius ;  he  regretted 
that  Mr.  Gray  in  his  Elegy,  had  not  fuppofed  a  female  to  be 
buried  in  the  church-yard  :  and  fuggefted  the  following  Stanzas 
to  follow  the  fourteenth : 

Here  fleeps  fome  fair,  whofe  unaffefted  charms, 

Bloomed  with  attraflions,  to  herfelf  unknown, 

Whofe  beauty,  might  have  bleffed  a  Monarch’s  arms, 
Whofe  virtues,  call  a  luflre  on  the  throne. 

1  hofe  humble  beauties  warmed  a  conftant  heart, 

And  cheared  the  labours  of  fome  homely  fpoufe  ; 

1  hofe  virtues,  formed  to  every  duteous  part 
The  healthful  offspring,  which  adorned  her  house. 
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ced  him  to  the  notice  of  characters  eminent  in 
worthinefs,  and  who  with  his  father’s  afsociates? 
all  perfons  of  advanced  age,  formed  his  manners 
and  life.  Had  fome  infufion  of  fociety  more 
66  nearly  equal  to  me  in  age,  and  efpecially  of 
<c  the  amiable  sex  been  my  lot,  it  might  have 
45  contributed  to  my  after  happinefs;  nor  can  I 
S6diflemb!e  I  have  earneftly  wilhed  it  had  been  fo.” 

At  the  period  to  which  Mr.  Paice  adverts,  he 
was  about  forty  years  old,  of  retired  habits  ;  of 
manners  formed  upon  the  model  of  characters 
eminent,  in  worthinefs,  but  of  advanced  age, 
without 44  the  infufion  of  that  fociety,”  which  is 
effential  to  the  polifh  of  molt  characters,  and 
indifpenfable  to  the  perfection  of  all ;  and  which 
his  juft  and  difcriminating  tafte  made  him  64  ear- 
u  neftly  with  had  been  his  lot:”  but  with  that 
fiibmiffive  u  chearful  obedience  to  the  voice  of 
44  duty,”  which  was  his  characteriftic  through 
life,  he  sacrificed  the  tendered  objeCts  of  his 
personal  wifhes,  and  fought  his  reward  in  the 
confciousnefs  of  his  integrity. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  curiofity,  I  acknowledge, 
rather  than  of  utility,  to  enquire  for  a  moment 
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wh'ether  our  friends  perfonal  happinefs,  or  the 
fum  of  happinefs  to  his  connexions  in  particu¬ 
lar,  or  to  society  at  large,  would  have  been  in- 
creafed  by  his  entering  into  that  date,  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  which  had  been  “  attefled  by  his  father’s 
“experience.  ”  There  could  be  no  doubt  of 
his  securing  the  affeXion  he  fought,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  difpenfer  of  it  was  amiable  and  dis¬ 
criminating,  nor  could  there  be  any  doubt  of 
the  moll  unqualified  return  on  his  part ;  it  would 
indeed  have  been,  cc  thought  meeting  thought, 
66  and  will  preventing  will.” 

Still  I  very  much  doubt,  to  amind  fufceptibk 
as  his  was  of  the  tendered:  compaflion,  and  ever 
aXive  in  contemplating  the  mod  delicate  and  the 
mod  effeXual  means  of  exprefling  it,  whether 
the  neceflity  of  controlling  fuch  feelings,  might 
not  have  interfered  with  his  perfonal  happinefs, 
by  contraXing  the  sphere  of  his  benevolence, 
and  tnus  as  it  were  arreding  “  the  genial  current 
“  of  his  foul.”  If  the  sphere  of  his  benevolence 
had  been  contraXed,  it  is  more  than  probable^ 
that  the  sum  of  happinefs  to  his  fellow  creatures 
at  large  would  have  been  diminilhed  :  but  his 
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own  reflations  on  this  as  on  mod  fubje&s  were 
the  wifeft  and  the  mod  becoming, —-“That  ftate 
and  thofe  duties  which  providence  affigned  me, 

I  confider  as  having  been  mod  favorable  to 
C6  my  own  happinefsand  to  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
about  me.  ” 

We  have  now  traced  our  invaluable  friend  to 
the  period,  when  by  the  death  of  his  father  and 
a  concurrence  of  circumftances,  he  entered  upon 
the  public  and  private  duties  of  life,  under  the 
influence  of  principles  as  pure  as  ever  regulated 
the  human  mind ;  producing  and  fupporting  a 
conduct  as  irreproachable  as  ever  adorned  the 
human  chara&er. 

/  •  y 

I  n  refpe£t  of  the  execution  of  private  trufts  ; 
the  diftribution  of  private  charities  ;  the  affec¬ 
tionate  intereft  which  he  took  in  the  concerns 
and  feelings  of  others,  of  which  pecuniary  con- 
fiderations  formed  no  part ;  I  appeal  to  parents, 
to  children,  and  to  children’s  children,  in  a  long 
and  grateful  fucceffion,  for  their  teftimony  to 
the  valuable  and  coflly  facriftces  he  made,  ren* 
dered  flill  more  eftimable  by  the  manner  in 
winch  they  were  offered *  I  am  honored  in  en¬ 
rolling  myfej'f  in  this  numerous  and  grateful 
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band.  “When  the  ear  heard  him  then  it  blessed 
“  him  ;  and  when  the  eye  saw  him  it  gave  wit - 
“  nefs  to  him  ;  because  he  delivered  the  poor 
“  that  cried ,  and  the  fatherlefs ,  and  him  that 
“  had  none  to  help  him .  The  blejfing  of  him 
“  that  was  ready  to  perijh  came  upon  him9  and 
“  he  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  fng  for  joy.  ” 
The  above  beautiful  illuftration  of  this  part  of 
his  chara&er,  muft  be  accepted  inftead  of  the 
minutiae  of  circumftances,  which  might  in  fome 
inftances  be  uninteresting,  in  others  indelicate  ; 
though  I  can  fafely  add,  that  the  whole  would 
difplay  the  nicest  fenfibility;  the  tenderest  com. 
paffion ;  the  moft  inflexible  love  of  truth  and 
juffice ;  and  the  unreferved  expofure  and  facri- 
fice  of  his  perfonal  comforts  and  convenience. 

I  am  now  embracing  a  long  interval  of  our 
worthy  friend^s  life,  a  period  of  many  years  5 
during  which  he  fucceeded  to  the  refpeXable 
public  fituations  of  governor  of  St.  Thomases* 
and  of  Guy’s  hofpitals  ;  of  lay  truftee  of  Mr 
Coward’s  charities  ;  and  direftor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company;  of  all  which  except  St,  Thomas's, 

I  believe  he  lived  to  be  the  oldeft  governor, 
direXor,  or  truftee.  Thefe  connexions  necef. 
farily  introduced  him  to  the  fociety  of  the  ref- 
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peftive  members;  and  of  the  venerable  and 
refpe&able  fuperiors  of  thefe  important  dire&ions 
and  trails,  I  can  fafely  ask,  who  among  them 
difplayed  the  combined  qualities  of  fidelity,  at. 
tention,  and  intelligence,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  Mr.  Paice  ?  # 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  very  inconfiderable  im¬ 
portance,  what  were  the  minor  traits  of  one  fo 
eftimable  and  fo  exemplary,  in  all  the  moft  va¬ 
luable  ingredients  of  the  human  chara&er  ;  but 
wifhing  fo  far  as  I  am  able,  to  trace  the  portrait 
at  whole  length,  I  cannot  omit  adverting  to  his 
converfation  and  manners  in  the  focial  inter- 
courfeof  life.  In  refpeB:  of  the  firft,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  of  a  fuperior  kind.  The  elegance  and 
cultivation  of  his  mind  ;  the  retentive  power  of 
his  memory ;  the  peculiar  felicity  and  richnefs 
of  his  expreffions,  fan&ioned  (if  I  may  fo  ex¬ 
press  myfelf,)  by  a  moil  imprefiive  mode  of  de¬ 
livery,  or  relieved  by  an  unufual  playfulnefs  of 

*The  governors  of  Guy’s  Hospital  had  exprefTed  their  defire  to 
have  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Paice  taken  by  an  eminent  artift,  and  this 
being  communicated  to  him,  was  received  as  might  be  expefted. 
The  then  reduced  ftafce  of  Mr,  Paice’s  health,  and  his  iubsequent 
death,  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  their  wifhes  in  the  precife  terms  of 
it ;  but,  one  of  the  governors  having  the  original  portrait  by  Abbot, 
has  prefented  it  fince  Mr.  Paice’s  death,  with  his  full  acquiescence 
while  living,  to  that  highly  refpe£hble  corporation. 
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genius  and  liveiinefs  of  temper,  confpired  to 
render  his  colloquial  intercourse  of  the  highest 
clafs.  I  had  the  honor  to  enjoy  that  intercourfe 
unrefervedly,  for  more  than  twenty  years.  I  do 
not  mean  to  adopt  the  language  of  vanity,  but  of 
gratitude,  in  faying  I  have  been  permitted  to 
affociate  with  many  perfons  juftly  celebrated 
for  their  fuperior  talents  or  virtues,  or  both  ; 
but  I  have  feldom  affociated  with  any  in  whom 
was  combined  the  happieft  evidences  of  either, 
and  never  of  both,  more  decidedly  than  in 
Mr.  Faice. 

In  respebt  to  his  manner,  (rather  than  his 
manners,  for  they  were  kindnefs  and  condescen¬ 
sion  in  the  extreme,)  it  was  formed  upon  what 
is  termed  the  old  school ;  and  if  we  refleft  that 
himfelf  having  been  born  more  than  eighty  years 
ago,  his  early  affociates  having  been  his  father 
and  his  uncle,  who  introduced  him  to  “their  as¬ 
sociates  and  that  this  was  his  chief  fociety  till 
forty  years  old,  we  fhall  wonder  lefs  at  the  de¬ 
gree  of  formality  that  did  exift,  than,  that  it  was 
not  ftill  more  chara&eriftic  of  former  times  ;  or, 
that  it  so  icon  glided  into  the  manners  of  the 
prefent.  I  fay  so  foon  glided  into  the  manners 
of  the  present,  for  all  who  knew  him  will  concur 
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in  opinion,  that  when  ceremonies  were  over, 
nothing  could  be  more  ealy ;  nothing  more  at¬ 
tentive  ;  nothing  more  unembarralfed  than  his 
conduQ;  and  converfation ;  but,  when  ceremonies 
were  to  be  renewed,  formality  returned.  Yet  in 
this  I  can  confidently  fay,  that  there  was  nothing 
intended  to  be  conveyed  that  was  not  felt.  He 
felt  refpeflfully  and  kindly  towards  all,  till  he 
thought  he  was  juftified  in  other  fentiments,  and 
he  never  proftituted  his  opinion  (though  he 
might  not  always  exprefs  it,)  by  a  conduct  to¬ 
wards  any  perfon,  inconfiftent  or  at  variance 
with  his  fentiments  of  him.  Mr.  Paice’s  refi- 
dence  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  was  in  or  near 
to  London.  He  had  many  friends  near  the 
metropolis,  and  many  at  a  distance  from  it,  with 
whom  till  age  produced  infirmities,  he  occafien- 
ally  palTed  fome  time.  Thefe  vifits  where  how¬ 
ever  latterly  very  much  circumfcribed,  and  I 
think  confined  altogether  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Sir  Francis  Baring.  The  late  Sir  Francis  Ba¬ 
ring  !  Interefting  alfociation  !  These  1  efpec- 
table  characters  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Sir  Francis 
Baring  on  his  lalt  visit  to  Mr.  Paice,)  had  enjoy¬ 
ed  a  friendfhip  of  feventy  years.  This  interview' 
took  place  five  days  previous  to  Mr.  Paice ’s 
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death,  and  but  twelve  previous  to  his  own  ! 
Thus  endeared  and  as  it  were  interwoven  in  life, 
they  were  scarcely  feparated  in  death.  I  could 
advert  with  delight  to  one  of  the  fineft  illuftra- 
tions  of  friendfhip  and  delicacy  combined,  in  the 
conduft  of  Sir  Francis  Baring  towards  Mr.  Paice; 
but  I  fhould  offend  againft  the  charafter  of  the 
aftion,  which  survives,  and  will  long  furvive 

both  the  principal  and  theobjeft. 

% 

Mr.  Paice  boarded  for  feveral  years  with  a 
refpeftable  widow  lady  on  Bread-ftreet  hill,  at 
whofe  death  the  house  being  his  own,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frederic  Gibfon  succeeded  to  it,  and  with 
them  and  their  family  he  refided ;  removing  with 
them  firft  to  the  Parragon,  and  then  to  Rodney 
Buildings,  (both  in  the  Parifh  of  Newington, 
Surrey,)  where  he  clofed  his  ufeful,  memorable, 
and  exemplary  life. 

Having  thus  traced  the  outline  of  this  worthy 
and  invaluable  friend,  through  the  more  aftive 
periods  of  life,  and  which  indeed  brought  him 
far  beyond  the  accuftomed  limits  of  a&ivity;  for 
he  was  a&ive,  intelligent  and  competent  to  his 
duties  till  near  eighty  years  of  age,  I  proceed  I 
truft  with  becoming  feelings,  and  with  becoming 
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motives,  to  lead  you  my  dear  child,  to  the 
near  and  {till  nearer  approaches,  and  finally  to 
the  occurrence  of  that  event,  which  I  could  not 
at  laft  but  wifh  for,  which  I  cannot  however  but 
deeply  lament . 

Mr.  Paice  finally  retired  from  bufinefs  about 
the  year  1795,  but  to  the  laft  he  considered  it 
one  of  the  higheft  honors  of  his  life,  to  have 
been  defcended  from  a  respeftable  merchant  of 
the  city  of  London  ;  a  charafler  which  he  hoped 
he  had  not  di (graced.  His  uncle,  aifo  named 
Jofeph,  was  chofen  a  director  of  the  Bank  of 
England  about  the  year  1730,  and  was  alfo  a 
director  of  the  million  Bank,  of  which  latter  his 
father  alfo  was  a  director;  and  to  which  direc¬ 
tion  him  (elf  fucceeded,  and  I  think  continued  in 
it,  till  the  Bank  itfelf  ceafed. 

He  was  alfo  a  very  old  and  a  very  aftive 
member  of  the  New  England  Corporation,  of 
which  Sir  William  Pepperell,  Baronet,  isthepre- 
fident.  Being  myfelf  a  member  of  that  corpo* 
ration,  I  know  the  great  and  juft  refpeft  in  which 
Mr,  Paice  was  held  by  every  member  of  the 
company  ;  by  none  more  e (teemed  and  more 
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refpefted  than  by  the  prefident,  with  whom  he 
had  been  on  terms  of  the  moft  affe&ionate  inti¬ 
macy  for  many  years.  At  an  early  period  of 
Mr.  Paice’s  life,  he  was  very  defirous  to  vifit 

New  England,  under  the  moft  powerful  intro- 

\ 

ductions,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  fome 
mode  of  civilizing  the  Indians,  andaftually  cor- 
refponded  with  the  then  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  on  the  fubjeft.  He  was  induced  however 
to  give  up  his  intention  by  the  perfuafions  of  an 
aged  aunt,  who  was  folicitous  for  his  perfonal 
fafety.  That  confideration  would  not  have 
operated,  but  a  more  chara&eriftic  one  did.  In 
the  event  of  his  father  s  death,  this  relative  would 
have  become  altogether  dependent  upon  him  for 
prote&ion ;  and,  although  he  was  ardent  in  the 
purfuit  of  his  wish,  he  was  fubdued  by  a  fenle 
of  his  duty.  If  I  were  not  reftrained  (as  I  have 
already  hinted,)  by  the  recolle£tion  of  what  is 
due  to  the  extreme  delicacy  which  a&uated  him 
when  living,  I  could  enumerate  many  inftances 
of  this  adherence  to  what  he  conceived  to  be 
right ;  abiding  by  it  in  all  its  confequences. 
One  however  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  be- 
^aule  it  is  completely  in  unifon  with  the  general 
temper  of  his  mind,  and  the  general  chara&er  of 
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his  conduft.  He  occafionaily  ferved  upon 
juries,  and  often  regretted  the  neceffity  of  una. 
nimity  to  a  verdift.*  On  one  occafion  he  differ¬ 
ed  from  his  brother  jurors  on  a  queftion  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  being  equally  convinced  in  his  con¬ 
science,  that  the  j  uftice  of  the  cafe  refted  with 
one  party ;  as  he  was  unable  to  convince  his 
brethren  that  it  did  not  reft  with  the  other,  he 
fubmitted  to  the  verdict  palling  contrary  to  his 
folemn  belief.  Having  thus  exonerated  himfelf 
from  the  fufpicion  of  pertinacity  towards  his 
brother  jurors,  he  relieved  himfelf  also  from 
what  he  felt  as  injuftice  to  the  fuffering  party— 
he  fent  him  the  amount  of  what  he  [offered  by 
the  verdiB .  In  confequence  of  this,  he  wrote 
to  the  Chief  Juftice,  Lord  Mansfield,  who 
honored  him  with  a  correfpondence  on  the  fub- 
j  eft;  the  re  fult  of  which  was,  that  he  was  ex= 
cufed  from  ferving  on  juries. 

Since  Mr.  Paice’s  retirement  from  bufinefs, 
and  for  feme  years  previous,  he  lived  altogether 

v  in  the  family  of  his  neareft  paternal  relation, 

■ 

*  It  is  indeed  much  to  be  wifhed  that  the  question  oT  unanimity 
fkould  be  revised  by  the  noble  and  learned  depositaries  of  the 
law. 
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Mr.  Frederic  Gibfon.  This  gentleman  being 
very  nearly  related  to  me,  I  cannot  without  the 
fufpicion  of  partiality,  make  any  adequate  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  what  I  know  to  be  due  to  his 
invariable  affection  and  resped  for  Mr.  Paice, 
teftified  and  proved  by  his  uniform  attention  to 
him ;  nor  is  it  neceffary.  I  have  before  me  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Paice  of  a  late  date,  in  which 
he  fays,  “  The  endearing  connexions  and  affo- 
“  ciates  which  now  fur round  me,  and  conftitute 
44  the  bleflings  of  my  old  age,  have  other  than 
"  paper  or  canvas  record  to  make  them  memo* 
“  rable ;  thefe  are  engraven  on  my  heart,  known 
cc  and  read  of  all  men With  thefe  fentiments 
of  the  friends  who  furrounded  him,  and  who  ad- 
miniftered  by  every  mean  in  their  power  to  his 
comfort,  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  his 
leisure  hours  werechearful  and  full  of  enjoyment. 
He  delighted  in  converfation,  and  when  that  was 
fufpended  he  retired  and  enjoyed  his  books  or 
contemplations  with  equal  pleafure  ;  confirming 
the  maxim  that  “a  love  of  leifure  is  infeparable 

from  a  mind  confcious  of  its  own  refources/’ 

•  « 


I  think  I  may  fafely  fay  in  reference  to  his 
political  or  religious  opinions,  that  his  chief  de~ 
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lire  was  to  approve  himfelf  a  lover  of  his  country, 
and  a  humble  and  unaffe&ed  worfhipper  of 
God ;  but  as  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  per- 
fon  of  his  underftanding  and  habits  had  not  fome 
fixed  and  abiding  fentiments  on  thefe  fubje6ts, 
I  fhal!  employ  a  few  moments  in  the  confidera- 
lion  of  them. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Paice  was  a  zealous 
and  ardent  lover  of  liberty-rational,  regulated 
and  feparated  from  licentioufnefs— a  confcien- 
tious  whig  of  the  old  fchool.  Latterly  however 
he  avoided  all  political  difcuffion,  but  he  ten¬ 
derly  and  deeply  felt  every  occurrence,  that  he 
eonfidered  connected  with  the  honor  of  his 
country.  I  annex  a  proof  of  this  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  a  letter  of  his  I  have  by  me, 
written  at  the  time  the  volunteer  fyftem  was  firft 
adopted  ; — u  I  fhould  confider  no  bed  too  hard, 
nor  any  accommodations  too  humble  that 
might  be  affigned  me,  in  exchange  for  what 
54  I  could  relinquish  in  behalf  of  the  voluntary 
defenders  of  my  country  ;  but  I  fhould  con- 
“  iider  any  bed  too  Soft,  and  the  meanefl  ac~ 
65  commodations  too  fplendid  after  its  degrada- 
tion.  Should  that  event  be  in  the  defigns  of 
u  providence,  I  have  but  one  prayer  for  my  (elf, 
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«  the  vifitation  of  fome  kind  angel  of  deftruc- 
“  tion.” 

In  refpeft  of  his  religious  opinions ,  I  profefs 
myfelf  quite  unable  to  affix  any  charafteriltic 
title  to  them.  I  know  well  what  was  his  prac¬ 
tice i  “to  do jujlly,  to  love  mercy ,  and  to  -walk 
“  humbly  before  God  and  let  thole  who  think 
if  any  can  think,  that  fuch  pra&ice  is  the  exclu¬ 
sive  refult  of  any  particular  opinions,  apply  their 
favorite  creed  to  this  molt  becoming  and  I  think 
molt  amiable  chara&er*  Mr.  Paice  was  certainly 
a  dilfenter  on  principle — of  the  presbyterian  de¬ 
nomination,  and  had  been  many  years  a  member 
of  and  an  ornament  to  the  congregation  at  Car¬ 
ter  lane,  now,  and  long  under  the  paftoral  care 
of  the  Reverend  Thomas  Tayler.  He  occa- 
fionally  attended  the  fervice  of  the  eftablilhed 
church,  and  on  Hated  days  at  particular  churches, 
which  latter  circumltance  was  conneBed  with 
fome  occurrences  in  his  life,  the  remembrance 
of  which  he  wiffied  to  cheriffi  in  all  its  force  or 
tendernefs,  and  which  he  confidered  was  belt  fe- 
cured  by  the  allocation  of  places  with  pall  ■ 
events. 

Mr,  Paice  has  been  confidered  by  fome  dis- 
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senters  as  having  been  too  much  of  a  conformift 
for  his  profeffion.  I  know  there  are  among  the 
diifenters,  thofe  who  think  it  little  lefs  than  a  fin 
to  attend  divine  worihip  at  the  eflablifhed 
church  ^  and  that  there  are  among  the  members 
of  the  eftablifhment,  thofe  who  think  it  equally 
culpable  to  enter  a  place  of  worfhip  among 
the  diffenters.  I  prefume  not  to  judge  either, 
nor  fhall  I  be  guilty  of  the  equally  grofs  pre¬ 
sumption  of  defending  my  venerable  friend 
from  the  effefi  of  an  opinion  fo  contrafled.  In 
the  lead  important  concerns  of  life,  he  did  not 
a£l  without  previous  confideration  ;  it  is  certain 
therefore  that  in  a  concern  of  fo  much  impor¬ 
tance  as  confntency  of  religious  ccftiduflk ,  he  would 
not  depart  from  his  ufual  habits  ;  and  having 
thus  brought  Mr.  Paice’s  conduB:  to  the  trial  of 
his  own  he  art ,  I  muft  be  excufed  in  faying,  that 
no  human  being  can  with  propriety  appeal  a- 
gainft  the  verdift. 

Though  our  dear  friend  enjoyed  more  free- 
dom  from  pain,  and  a  greater  degree  of  health 
than  is  ufual  with  perfons  in  advanced  life,  he 
was  of  courfe  fenfible  of  the  advance  if  not  of 
the  inroads  of  age,  and  for  feveral  years  had  been 
contracting  the  fphere  of  his  a£lion  ;  beginning 
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with  the  sacrifice  of  thofe  intercourfes  of  friend* 
ffiip,  which  though  fevere,  he  thought  incum¬ 
bent  on  him,  in  order  to  leave  him  time  for  his 
duties.  I  have  before  me  a  paper  of  Mr.  Paice’s 
writing,  when  he  was  nearly  seventy  years  of 
age,  (  drawn  out  with  a  view  to  regulate  his  plans 
for  future  life,)  in  which  are  enumerated  trufls 
then  exijling ,  and  in  which  he  was  concerned  to 
the  amount  of  nearly  half  a  million  of  money , 
many  of  them  connected  with  duties,  not  mere 
authorities  to  receive  and  immediately  to  pay 
monies  ;  and  yet  fo  uniformly  and  fteadily  did 
he  purfue  his  object  of  diminifiiing  his  own  du¬ 
ties,  in  order  to  diminifh  thofe  of  his  executors, 
that  rr^coj^fin  and  myself  who  are  in  that  rela¬ 
tion,  ^d-Lprobably  have  lefs  to  do  than  is  ufual 
in  fuch  offices.  His  great  objeCt  of  late  years 
was  to  prepare  for  his  death.  I  do  not  mean  in 
the  mojl  important  fenfe  of  that  phrase,  for  that 
had  always  been  his  object;  I  mean  so  to  arrange 
his  temporal  concerns,  that  his  death  ffiould 
produce  the  lead  poffible  trouble  to  his  furvivors 
in  any  connexion.  This  was  effential  to  his 
comfort,  and  under  the  expectation  of  being, 
foon  removed,  it  was  his  chief  ftudy  to  fee  all 
his  friends  and  connexions  in  peace  with  each 
other,  as  he  was  in  peace  with  all.  I  extract  the 
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following  lines  from  a  letter  he  wrote  to  me  about 
a  year  before  his  death ,  confidering  it  the  faith¬ 
ful  expreffion  of  his  tendered:  feeling  to  the  lateft 
period  of  his  life,  a  As  I  hope  ere  long  to  en~ 

“  ter  the  regions  of  peace,  my  duty  and  ambition 
u  prompt  me  to  endeavor  to  reftore  it,  (as  far  as 
€fi  my  limited  fphere  admits,)  in  the  ftate  I  am 
“  leaving.  Some  circumftances  gracioufly 
66  whifper  me,  do  speedily  all  you  can  and  sit 
6i  quiet”  That  he  attended  to  thefe  “gracious 
whifpers,”  that  he  did  all  he  could,  and  that  he 
did  it  as  fpeedily  as  he  could,  I  think  is  abun¬ 
dantly  proved  by  the  employment  of  his  later 
years ;  that  having  done  fo,  he  in  the  (ame  fpirit 
“quietly”  refigned  himfelf  to  the  will  of  God  in 
death,  can  be  fully  teftified  by  thofe  and  by  thofe 
only,  who  witneffed  the  lateft  periods  of  his  life. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  cir¬ 
cumftances  dearly  indicated  that  his  phylica! 
ftrength  and  vigor  were  abating,  his  health  was 
vifibly  impaired.  The  laft  time  he  was  from 
home  was  at  Guy’s  Hofpital,  either  in  January 
or  February,  and  as  that  was  one  of  his  deareft 
connections,  it  was  not  without  pleafure  that  he 
contemplated  it  to  have  been  the  fcene  of  his  laft 
public  duty.  In  March  he  fuffered  a  violent 
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attack  of  fever,  fo  violent  that  his  medical  friends 
were  in  daily  expectation  of  his  death ;  this  how- 
ever  he  furvived,  and  to  our  furprize  and  joy  to 
ufe  his  own  expreffion,  he  “fluttered  again  in  the 
“  fpring  y  it  was  however  but  for  a  very  fhort 
period ;  he  relapfed  again  about  May,  and 
though  the  degrees  of  his  diforder  might  be  faid 
to  fluctuate,  he  never  recovered  from  that  re¬ 
lap  fe. 

If  I  conceived  that  any  good  could  refult  from 
my  following  my  venerable  friend,  into  all  the 
privacies  and  particulars  of  a  fcene  at  once  fo 
mournful  and  fo  triumphant  as  the  dying  hours 
of  a  good  man,  furrounded  by  thofe  he  tenderly 
loved,  and  who  alfo  tenderly  loved  him,  I  would 
not  from  the  confideration  of  perfonal  feelings 
hefitate  a  moment ;  it  may  however  be  fufficient 
to  every  ufeful  purpofe,  for  me  to  exprefs  more 
generally,  that  tendernefs  and  fortitude,  and  a 
humble  and  chearful  refignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  were  the  joy  and  fupport  of  his  laft  mo* 
ments.  It  was  impoffible  that  he  fhould  be  ig~ 
norant  of  the  dillrefs  of  his  furrounding  friends, 
or  inienfible  to  it,  yet  to  judge  from  the  conduCl 
of  all  who  were  present,  “  it  would  be  thought 
u  it  was  they  who  momentarily  expeCted  that 
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u  fate,  from  which  he  alone  appeared  to 
a  be  exempt*”  It  was  about  four  weeks  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  death,  that  I  pafled  almoft  the 
whole  day  with  him  ;  he  was  fitting  at  the  win¬ 
dow  enjoying  the  pafling  fcene,  and  particularly 
adverted  to  the  happinefs  produced  to  fo  many 
of  his  fellow  creatures  by  the  finenefs  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  His  ftrength  was  exceedingly  reduced, 
and  his  fpirits  unusually  tender ;  but  he  was 
chearful  and  to  a  very  high  degree  interesting* 
He  told  me  he  had  nothing  left  unfaid  or  un~ 
done  that  he  then  wifiied  to  fay  or  to  do  : 
he  represented  in  the  molt  impreffive  lan¬ 
guage  the  sense  he  entertained  of  the  kind- 
nefs  of  his  friends  in  general,  particularly  of 
those  in  Mr,  Gibson’s  immediate  family,  and 
In  a  manner  and  in  terms  peculiar  to  himfelf  ex¬ 
pressed  his  devout  thankfulnefs  to  God,  that  he 
was  thus  blefsed  in  the  rapid  decline  of  life  ;  I 
took  the  liberty  to  intimate  that  all  the  attentions 
those  friends  could  exercife  towards  him,  would 
be  confidered  valuable  or  important  in  their  es* 
timation,  only  as  they  administered  to  his  com® 
fort,  or  conveyed  their  acknowledgments  of 
much  fuperior  kindnefs  on  his  part  towards  themj 
and  requefted  that  I  might  be  included  in  every 
fentiment  of  gratitude,  and  in  every  confciouf- 
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nefs  of  inadequate  return.  The  fcene  became 
affe£ling,  and  after  recovering  from  fome  emo¬ 
tions  of  tendernefs,  he  with  great  readinefs  and 
not  without  vivacity,  direfted  my  attention  to  a 
very  different  fubjeft.  He  continued  in  this 

ftate  of  tranquillity  and  chearfulnefs  about  two 

* 

days  longer,  when  he  was  feized  fo  violently, 
fo  frequently,  and  with  fo  little  intermiffion,  that 
it  appeared  impoflible  to  thofe  about  him  that  he 
could  furvive  the  attacks  :  he  did  however  ftrug- 
gle  through  the  conflict,  though  he  came  out  of 
it  but  the  wreck  of  what  he  had  been  }  and  al¬ 
though  his  phyfical  ftrength  was  never  reftored, 
we  enjoyed  many  unequivocal  and  delightful 
evidences  of  the  reftoration  of  his  intellebhial 
powers  ;  of  the  perfe£l  tranquillity  of  his  mind  ; 
and  of  his  confcioufnefs  and  fatisfa&ion  at  being 
conftantly  attended  by  thofe  who  having  often 
been  refrefhed  and  fupported  by  his  paternal 
care,  were  in  their  turn  gratified  by  adminifter- 
ing  all  the  comfort  and  confolations  that  were 
within  their  reach.  But  he  had  within  himfelf, 
a  higher  and  holier  consolation  than  any  we 
could  adminifter ;  and  when  he  became  more  and 
ftill  more  reduced  in  ftrength,  his  countenance 
and  gefture  conveyed  irrefragable  teftimony  of 
the  employment  and  the  object  of  his  thoughts  : 
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though  “  creature  ftreams  ran  low,  and  mortal 
66  comforts  died,”  yet  perpetual  fpringsoflife,  and 
the  molt  elevated  pleafures  were  supplied  from 
that  fource  which  mercifully  proves  itfelf  ex- 

hauftlefs,  when  all  others  are  exhaufted* 

•  - 

I  had  no  communication  with  my  dear  friend, 
later,  than  three  days  previous  to  his  death  ;  as 
that  was  of  a  nature  to  convince  me  he  had  left 
nothing  of  tendernefs  unfaid,  and  as  I  hoped  I 
had  left  nothing  of  gratitude  and  affeCtion  un¬ 
heard,  I  determined  not  to  risk  the  difturbing  of 
his  Sail  moments;  he  however  fpoke  to  Mr. 
Gibfon  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  and  in  terms 
that  left  no  doubt  of  his  knowing  to  whom  he 
was  fpeaking,  and  the  precise  iituation  in  which 
he  was  himfelf.  I  believe  he  fpoke  afterwards 
to  fome  of  the  family,  but  about  noon  of  Tues¬ 
day  the  fourth  of  September,  he  died  as  he  had 
lived,  in  pure  benevolence  to  man,  in  exalted 
piety  and  reverence  to  God.  He  was  buried 
on  the  1 1th  of  September  in  the  church  yard  of 
St.  Olave,  Fish  ftreet,  agreeably  to  his  own 
delire  near  to  the  son  of  Mr.  Gibfon  ;  thus  as 
it  were  connecting  the  molt  hopeful  blolfom, 
with  the  molt  matured  fruit.  On  the  1 6th,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Tayler  delivered  to  a  numerous 
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congregation,  a  difcourfe  on  “  the  enlighten- 
“  ing  and  invigorating  influence  of  shining 
“examples,”  in  every  respe fit  worthy  of  the  fub- 
jefit  and  the  occafion,  and  which  at  the  desire 
of  the  congregation  and  the  executors  he  has 
been  so  kind  as  to  publifh. 

I  have  in  the  foregoing  pages  endeavored  to 
trace  the  character  of  this  excellent  man,  sup¬ 
plying  the  outline  with  a  few  anecdotes  of  un¬ 
doubted  authenticity,  and  fome  extrafits  from 
papers  in  my  own  poffeflion.  Thefe  will  form 
the  materials  by  which  any  who  may  honor  this 
with  their  perufal,  will  be  able  to  decide  if  they 
knew  Mr.  Paice,  whether  or  not  I  have  infulted 
his  memory  by  offering  the  incenfe  of  adulation ; 
I  can  confidently  appeal  to  my  own  heart,  and 
humbly  to  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  that  with  no 
fiich  intention,  (for  there  exifts  no  fuch  neceffity) 
did  I  undertake  this  chequered  production — che¬ 
quered  I  mean  as  to  the  mixed  legations  that 
its  compofition  has  excited,  but  uniform  as  to 
its  objeCt  and  its  inadequacy.  Believing  as  I 
firmly  do  that  I  have  not  conveyed  one  sentiment 
of  his  worthinefs,  in  which  I  fhall  not  be  sup- 
ported  by  all  who  knew  him,  may  I  not  con- 
fider  his  removal  as  creating  a  chafm,  not  merely 


in  the  number  but  in  the  virtues  of  our  fpecies  ? 
My  objects  in  what  I  have  written,  have  been 
to  exhibit  however  unworthily,  the  example  of 
this  good  man  to  you  my  dear  child,  and  to  all 
who  may  read  it ;  and  to  (hew  that  there  ftill 
exifts  veneration  for  fuperior  worth,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  fully  proved,  by  the  widely  ex¬ 
tended  respeQ:,  regard,  and  confidence  in  which 
Mr.  Paice  was  held,  embracing  a  fpace  com- 
menfurate  with  his  virtues. 

I  have  alfo  a  high  perfonal  gratification,  in  thus 
declaring  my  own  obligations  to  him  and  to  his 
memory,  for  the  numerous  inftances  of  affe&ion 
and  confidence  I  have  experienced  at  his  hands  ; 
and  I  truft  I  fhall  ever  confider  it  among  the 
valuable  acquirements  of  my  life,  to  have  been 
thought  worthy  by  fucb  a  man,  to  be  in  any  de¬ 
gree  the  companion  or  confolation  of  his  joys 
or  forrows :  to  be  admitted  to  the  affe&ing  in¬ 
timacies  of  his  declining  and  dying  hours ;  and, 
in  the  lateft,  loweft,  but  moft  touching  accents, 
to  feel  as  it  were  the  breathings  of  his  moft  en¬ 
deared  acknowledgments  >  and  I  am  fure  that 
others  to  whom  I  particularly  rtjcr ,  being  at 
leaft  equally  entitled  to,  will  be  at  leaft  equally 
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gratified  in  the  reflection,  that  they  have  been 
the  objeCts  of  his  tendereft  regard,  who  was  the 
objeCt  of  regard  and  refpeCt  from  all  who  knew 
him.  I  am  thankful  my  dear  child,  that  the  life 
of  my  venerable  friend  has  been  fpared  to  a  period 
in  yours,  that  has  enabled  you  to  appreciate  his 
character,  and  that  had  raised  you  to  some  dis¬ 
tinction  in  his  affection. 

May  you,  as  well  as  myfelf  and  all  who  pro« 
fefsed  to  refpeCt  and  love  him,  reftrain  the  un¬ 
becoming  indulgence  of  exceffive  grief  at  his  re¬ 
moval,  by  the  confideration  that  his  life  was  full 
of  years,  and  his  death  full  of  hope. 

The  molt  ufeful  remembrance  of  the  virtues 
and  graces  of  his  character,  will  be  found  in  a 
careful  imitation  of  them,  and  though  we  may 
not  attain  his  excellence,  the  attempt  will  be 
honorable  to  his  memory,  acceptable  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  therefore  efsentially  favorable  to 
the  promotion  of  our  highest  interests. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

'  JAMES  GIBSON. 

September  30th,  1810.  * 

FINIS. 


